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most important that could have been confided to any Church-
man " of the day.1 The mission failed; and by the advice of
the Bishop of Cordova, Constantine convoked the Fathers of
the Christian Church to meet him at Nicsea.

The exact pi*ecedence accorded to Hosius at this ever-
celebrated council, is a matter of bitter controversy. He
probably took the first place, pre-eminent over all other
ecclesiastics, by the side of the Emperor himself; and his
influence was undoubtedly enormous. Whether his position
was that of the legate2 or the rival of Rome; whether he sat
at Nicaea as the Pope's man or as the Emperor's man, or as
Hosius, Bishop of Cordova, it is certain, says Dean Stanley,
" that he was himself an object of deeper interest to Christendom
than any Bishop of Rome ". On his return from Constantinople
to Spain, the year after the assembling of the council, he paid
a visit to Italy, and saluted, or was saluted by, Pope Sylvester.
For twenty years more he lived at Cordova, occupied with the
business of his See, until at length, in 347, he was summoned
once more by the Emperor at Constantinople, to preside at the
Council of Sardica, a city in Upper Moosia, better known to
modern readers by its modern name of Sofia, the capital of the
still more modern principality of Bulgaria.3

The Bishop of Cordova was then over ninety years of age.
The journey from the Sierra Morena to the Balkans would have
deterred many a younger man from accepting the Imperial
commission. But the fine old Spaniard, a citizen of no mean
city, mounted his mule, and rode across mountain and river,
through forest and marsh, for full sixteen hundred miles from
Cordova to Sofia, and back again from Sofia to his home at
Cordova, when he had finished the work that had been given
him to do.

But he was not yet suffered to rest. Six years after his
return from Sardica he was summoned to Milan by the Emperor
Constantius II. (353), and urged to abandon the doctrines of
Nicaea for those of the rival and then more popular school of
Arius. Hosius, now nearly one hundred years of age, obeyed
the Imperial summons, but disregarded the Imperial dictation.
He withstood the Emperor in his palace; and, more faithful

1 Socrates, Hist. Red., i., 4.                    s Stanley, op. cit.t pp. in, 112.

3 As to the secession of some eighty of the eastern members of the Council of
Sardica, and their meeting at Philippopolis, when both Hosius and Pope Julius
were solemnly denounced, see DC Pottcn, Considerations sur Its Principaux Con-
dies} i., 330-337. See also Sozomen, lib. Hi., c. xii,